


The Hawaiian Mission was created by the 
Coptic Orthodox Church Diocese of Los Angeles, 
Southern California, and Hawaii; and is organized 
by His Grace Bishop Serapion, Father Anastasi 
Saint Antony, and a dedicated staff of volunteers, 
including a Mission Coordinator, chaperones that 
accommodate missionaries, and various other 
servants.

Groups from Coptic Orthodox churches on 
the US mainland and abroad come to stay at the 
facilities at St. Mark Coptic Orthodox Church in 
Honolulu while doing community outreach and 
other missionary work on Oahu. The main goal of 
The Hawaiian Mission is to be fully integrated into 
the Hawaiian community while striving to be the 
true “One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church.” 

To be fully integrated into a community means 
to serve all people (Christ our God Himself has 
laid down His own life for the redemption of 
all). Therefore, the missionaries that come help 
organizations that serve people in need in Honolulu 
and other areas of Oahu. Such organizations 
include, among others, the Institute for Human 
Services, River of Life Mission, Next Step Shelter, 
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PARENTS, Habitat for Humanity, and Safe House. 
The Hawaiian Mission also works closely with staff 
from the Roman Catholic Diocese of Honolulu and 
Chaminade University of Honolulu.

Serving with all these organizations has made 
a direct and positive impact on the Hawaiian 
community; and it has exposed the community 
to Orthodoxy. Many who have been introduced 
to our Church through The Hawaiian Mission 
have consistently attended Bible Studies, Vespers, 
Liturgies and several other services at St. Mark 
Coptic Orthodox Church in Honolulu. Some 
people have even been baptized and confirmed, 
thus becoming members of the Body of Christ. The 
doors of the Church are open to all who desire to 
live as true children of God.

The missionaries help organize clothing donations, 
food banks, and toys for the holidays. They cook 
for and serve the homeless, talk with young people 
who are trying to lead positive and constructive 
lives, pray with them, and answer any questions 
posed to them about their faith in Christ and His 
Church. Missionaries also help organizations with 
any task necessary for them to better serve the 
Hawaiian community at large.

The Hawaiian Mission encourages youth and 
adults alike to organize groups from their parishes 
to come and serve in Hawaii. A typical day at The 
Hawaiian Mission includes prayer and worship, 



community outreach and service, and sight-seeing 
and recreation—for nature in Hawaii is among the 
most beautiful of God’s creation. The cost to serve 
at The Hawaiian Mission is $75/day, not including 
airfare. This amount covers room and board, 
brunch and dinner, and transportation between the 
facilities at St. Mark Church and The Hawaiian 
Mission activities. The Hawaiian Mission has been 
a blessing to all who have participated and benefits 
all—the missionaries, those being served, St. Mark 
Coptic Orthodox Church in Honolulu, and the 
Coptic Orthodox Church at large.

For more information about The Hawaiian 
Mission or if you are interested in participating 
or in organizing a mission trip, please email 
thehawaiianmission@gmail.com.

If you would like to receive the blessing of 
contributing to The Hawaiian Mission, please make 
checks payable to “Diocese of Los Angeles” with 
“The Hawaiian Mission” written on the memo line 
and mail directly to:

Diocese of Los Angeles, 
Southern California & Hawaii

PO Box 25366
Honolulu, HI 96825



If you prefer to contribute electronically, The 
Hawaiian Mission’s account is:
Bank Name: American Savings Bank
Account Name: Coptic Orthodox Church
Diocese of Los Angeles, Southern California and 

Hawaii
Account Number: 8101849578
Routing Number: 321370765
You can also donate on our website via credit card 

or PayPal. Please visit:
www.thehawaiianmission.org and click on the 
“Donate” button on the bottom of the page.

All contributions towards The Hawaiian Mission 
are tax deductible. May God reward you a hundred 
fold.
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Update

Since our last update, we are happy to report that 
we finally have a website! It’s 
www.thehawaiianmission.org. We also made some 
updates to our Facebook page, which can be found 
at www.facebook.com/thehawaiianmission. Our 
email address changed to 
thehawaiianmission@gmail.com, so please feel 
free to email us and let us know what you think. If 
you have any suggestions, we would love to hear 
from you.

In addition to the summer trips, The Hawaiian 
Mission hosted a trip in September and has one 
planned from December 28, 2015-January 5, 2016. 
We are also hosting our first Medical Mission trip 
from January 9-16, 2016. This one will be attended 
by medical and dental professionals only and will 
solely be focused on providing medical and dental 
services.

We are now accepting credit card and PayPal 
donations. If you would like to donate online, please 
visit our website at www.thehawaiianmission.org 
and click on the “Donate” button on the bottom of 
the page. Thank you!



by Saint John Chrysostom

“I behold a new and wondrous mystery!

My ears resound to the shepherd’s song, piping no 
soft melody, but loudly chanting a heavenly hymn!

The angels sing!

The archangels blend their voices in harmony!

The cherubim resound their joyful praise!

The Seraphim exalt His glory!

All join to praise this holy feast, beholding the 
Godhead herein... on earth and man in heaven. He who 
is above now, for our salvation, dwells here below; and 
we, who were lowly, are exalted by divine mercy!

Today Bethlehem resembles heaven, hearing from the 
stars the singing of angelic voices and, in place of the 
sun, witnessing the rising of the Sun of Justice!

Ask not how this is accomplished, for where God 
wills, the order of nature is overturned. For He willed 
He had the powers He descended. He saved. All things 
move in obedience to God.
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Today He Who Is, is born! And He Who Is becomes 
what He was not! For when He was God, He became 
man-while not relinquishing the Godhead that is His...

And so the kings have come, and they have seen 
the heavenly King that has come upon the earth, not 
bringing with Him angels, nor archangels, nor thrones, 
nor dominions, nor powers, nor principalities, but, 
treading a new and solitary path, He has come forth 
from a spotless womb.

Yet He has not forsaken His angels, nor left them 
deprived of His care, nor because of His incarnation 
has He ceased being God. And behold kings have 
come, that they might serve the Leader of the Hosts of 
Heaven; Women, that they might adore Him Who was 
born of a woman so that He might change the pains of 
childbirth into joy; Virgins, to the Son of the Virgin...

Infants, that they may adore Him who became a little 
child, so that out of the mouths of infants He might 
perfect praise;

Children, to the Child who raised up martyrs through 
the rage of Herod; Men, to Him who became man that 
He might heal the miseries of His servants;

Shepherds, to the Good Shepherd who was laid down 
His life for His sheep;

Priests, to Him who has become a High Priest 



according to the order of Melchizedek;

Servants, to Him who took upon Himself the form of 
a servant, that He might bless our stewardship with the 
reward of freedom (Philippians 2:7);

Fishermen, to the Fisher of humanity;

Publicans, to Him who from among them named a 
chosen evangelist;

Sinful women, to Him who exposed His feet to the 
tears of the repentant woman;

And that I may embrace them all together, all sinners 
have come, that they may look upon the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sins of the world!

Since, therefore, all rejoice, I too desire to rejoice! 
I too wish to share the choral dance, to celebrate the 
festival! But I take my part, not plucking the harp nor 
with the music of the pipes nor holding a torch, but 
holding in my arms the cradle of Christ!

For this is all my hope!

This is my life!

This is my salvation!

This is my pipe, my harp!

And bearing it I come, and having from its power 



received the gift of speech, I too, with the angels and 
shepherds, sing:

“Glory to God in the Highest! and on earth peace to 
men of good will!”

May Christ our true God who became a true man, 
and was born in a humble manger, bless you with 
every spiritual blessing this New Year; and keep you 
and your loved ones in good health and perfect peace. 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
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Sunset from St. Mark Church of Honolulu 


