


The Hawaiian Mission was created by the Coptic Orthodox 
Church Diocese of Los Angeles, Southern California, and 
Hawaii; and is organized by His Grace Bishop Serapion, 
Father Anastasi Saint Antony, and a dedicated staff of 
volunteers, including a Mission Coordinator, chaperones that 
accommodate missionaries, and various other servants.

Groups from Coptic Orthodox churches on the US mainland 
and abroad come to stay at the facilities at St. Mark Coptic 
Orthodox Church in Honolulu while doing community outreach 
and other missionary work on Oahu. The main goal of The 
Hawaiian Mission is to be fully integrated into the Hawaiian 
community while striving to be the true “One, Holy, Catholic, 
and Apostolic Church.” 

To be fully integrated into a community means to serve all 
people (Christ our God Himself has laid down His own life for 
the redemption of all). Therefore, the missionaries that come 
help organizations that serve people in need in Honolulu and 
other areas of Oahu. Such organizations include, among 
others, the Institute for Human Services, River of Life Mission, 
Next Step Shelter, PARENTS, Habitat for Humanity, and Safe 
House. The Hawaiian Mission also works closely with staff 
from the Roman Catholic Diocese of Honolulu and Chaminade 
University of Honolulu.

Serving with all these organizations has made a direct 
and positive impact on the Hawaiian community; and it has 
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exposed the community to Orthodoxy. Many who have been 
introduced to our Church through The Hawaiian Mission have 
consistently attended Bible Studies, Vespers, Liturgies and 
several other services at St. Mark Coptic Orthodox Church 
in Honolulu. Some people have even been baptized and 
confirmed, thus becoming members of Body of Christ. The 
doors of the Church are open to all who desire to live as true 
children of God.

The missionaries help organize clothing donations, food 
banks, and toys for the holidays. They cook for and serve 
the homeless, talk with young people who are trying to lead 
positive and constructive lives, pray with them, and answer 
any questions posed to them about their faith in Christ and His 
Church. Missionaries also help organizations with any task 
necessary for them to better serve the Hawaiian community 
at large.

The Hawaiian Mission encourages youth and adults alike 
to organize groups from their parishes to come and serve 
in Hawaii. A typical day at The Hawaiian Mission includes 
prayer and worship, community outreach and service, and 
sight-seeing and recreation—for nature in Hawaii is among 
the most beautiful of God’s creation. The cost to serve at 
The Hawaiian Mission is $500/week, not including airfare. 
This amount covers room and board, brunch and dinner, and 
transportation between the facilities at St. Mark Church and 
The Hawaiian Mission activities. The Hawaiian Mission has 
been a blessing to all who have participated and benefits all—
the missionaries, those being served, St. Mark Coptic Orthodox 
Church in Honolulu, and the Coptic Orthodox Church at large.

For more information about The Hawaiian Mission or if you 
are interested in participating or in organizing a mission trip, 
please email mission@lacopts.org.



If you would like to receive the blessing of contributing to The 
Hawaiian Mission, please make checks payable to “Diocese 
of Los Angeles” with “The Hawaiian Mission” written on the 
memo line and mail directly to:

Diocese of Los Angeles, 
Southern California & Hawaii

The Hawaiian Mission

PO Box 25366
Honolulu, HI 96825

If you prefer to contribute electronically, The Hawaiian 
Mission’s account is:

Bank Name: American Savings Bank

Account Name: Coptic Orthodox Church
Diocese of Los Angeles, Southern California and Hawaii

Account Number: 8101849578

Routing Number: 321370765
All contributions towards The Hawaiian Mission are tax 

deductible. May God reward you a hundred fold.



Update
We are having a busy summer! As of this update, 

The Hawaiian Mission has hosted two trips this past 
June and July, and will host a third one in August with 
a fourth one in the planning stages for September. 
Thanks to our generous supporters, we purchased 
several items for our facilities to make for a more 
comfortable stay; and that didn’t go unnoticed based 
on the positive feedback that we received from the 
groups. Each trip that The Hawaiian Mission hosts 
aims to balance prayer, service, and fun; and that 
seems to have been a major takeaway for our 
missionaries with intentions to continue to apply that 
in their daily lives.

We are currently in the process of building a website 
and updating our Facebook page. More information 
to come!



As we prepare for St. Mary’s Fast 
(August 7-21, 2015) and her Feast 
(August 22, 2015), in which we 
celebrate the Assumption of St. Mary’s 
body into Heaven, it’s important to 
understand why we venerate the 
Virgin Mary in the Coptic Orthodox 
Church (because it is biblical, part of 
Church Tradition, and expressed in 
Liturgy). The following is an excerpt 
from His Holiness Pope Shenouda 
III’s book, Comparative Theology:
On Venerating the Holy Theotokos
“…While venerating the Virgin Mary, 

it is important to mention the Virgin’s 
words which are recorded in the 

On Venerating 
the Holy Theotokos

Holy Bible, “For behold, henceforth all generations will call me 
blessed” (Luke 1:48). The phrase “all generations” means that 
venerating the Virgin is a universal dogma, which commenced 
at the Nativity of the Lord Jesus Christ and will continue until 
the end of ages.
Some of the venerations of the Virgin Mary are recorded in 

the Holy Bible. For example, Elizabeth, who was about the 
same age as St. Mary’s mother, said to St. Mary, “But why is 
this granted to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to 
me? For indeed, as soon as the voice of your greeting sounded 
in my ears, the babe leaped in my womb for joy” (Luke 1:43-
44). What amazes us here in the Virgin’s greatness is that 
when Elizabeth heard her greeting, she “…was filled with the 
Holy Spirit” (Luke 1:41). The mere hearing of the Virgin’s voice 
caused Elizabeth to be filled with the Holy Spirit.



Not only did the Virgin receive veneration from the human 
race, but she also received it from the angels. This is clear 
from Archangel Gabriel’s greeting to her. He said, “Rejoice, 
highly favored one, the Lord is with you; blessed are you 
among women!” (Luke 1:28). The phrase “Blessed are you 
among women” was repeated by Elizabeth in her greeting to 
the Virgin Mary (Luke 1:42). In addressing the Virgin Mary, 
Archangel Gabriel used a more glorious and venerating 
manner of speech, more than what was used for Zacharias 
the priest, Elizabeth’s husband (Luke 1:13).
There are many prophecies in the Holy Bible that refer to 

the Virgin Mary. Among them is “...At Your right hand stands 
the queen…” (Psalms 45:9). The Divine Inspiration also says 
of her, “The royal daughter is all glorious within…” (Psalms 
45:13). Therefore, the Virgin is the queen and the daughter of 
the King. That is why the Coptic Orthodox Church, in all the 
icons of the Virgin Mary, portrays her as a crowned queen and 
places her at the right hand of the Lord Jesus Christ, glory be 
to Him.
The Church, in her hymns, praises the Virgin, saying, “Many 

daughters have done well, but you excel them all” (Proverbs 
31:29).
St. Mary the Virgin was the desire of all generations. She 

is the one whose offspring was able to “bruise the serpent’s 
head,” thus fulfilling God’s first promise of saving man (Genesis 
3:15).
As the Virgin is the mother of the Lord Jesus Christ, so all the 

titles of the Lord can be attributed to her motherhood. The Lord 
Jesus Christ is the true Light (John 1:9). He said of Himself, “I 
am the light of the world…” (John 8:12). Therefore, His mother 
the Virgin is the Mother of Light or the Mother of the True 
Light. Since Christ is the Holy One (Luke 1:35), then the Virgin 
is the Mother of the Holy One. Since Christ is the Savior, as it 
was said to the shepherds, “For there is born to you this day in 
the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11); 
and since His name is Jesus, that is, “Savior,” because “He 
will save His people from their sins”, therefore the Virgin is the 
Mother of the Savior. Since Christ is God (I John 1); (Romans 



9:5); (John 20:28), therefore, the Virgin is the Mother of God. 
Since Christ is the Lord, according to Elizabeth’s words to 
the Virgin Mary, “…the mother of my Lord…” (Luke 1:43), 
therefore the Virgin is the Mother of the Lord. In the same way, 
she is the Mother of Immanuel (Matthew 1:23) and the Mother 
of the Word Incarnate (John 1:14).
If the Virgin Mary is the Mother of Christ, then unquestionably, 

she is the spiritual mother of all Christians. It is imperative to 
note that when the Lord Jesus Christ was on the cross, He 
said to St. John, the beloved Apostle, of her, “Behold your 
mother!” (John 19:27). If the Virgin is mother to St. John, who 
addresses us by saying “My little children” (1John 2:1), then 
she is the mother of us all.
Whoever venerates the Virgin is in effect venerating Christ 

Himself. If to honor one’s mother is the first commandment 
with promise (Ephesians 6:2); (Exodus 20:12); (Deuteronomy 
5:16), should we not venerate our mother the Virgin, the mother 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the mother of the Apostles? The 
Virgin is the one to whom the angel said, “…The Holy Spirit will 
come upon you, and the power of the Highest will overshadow 
you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born will be 
called the Son of God” (Luke 1:35). She is the one who was 
praised by Elizabeth, who said, “Blessed is she who believed, 
for there will be a fulfillment of those things which were told 
her from the Lord” (Luke 1:45).
The phrase “Blessed are you among women,” which was 

said by Archangel Gabriel and by St. Elizabeth, means that if 
the Virgin is compared with all the women of the world, then 
she must be the blessed one because none of the women of 
the world received the glory that she had received through 
the Divine Incarnation. Undoubtedly, God chose our Lady the 
Virgin from among all women, because no other woman has 
ever had the Virgin’s qualities. This shows her exaltation and 
elevated position. That is why Isaiah the Prophet named her 
“a cloud” in his prophecy of the Flight into Egypt (Isaiah 19:1).
With regard to God’s indwelling in the Virgin during the 

Incarnation, the Church calls her the Second Heaven and the 
Tabernacle or the Dome of Moses. The Church also calls the 



Virgin the City of God or Zion. As it is said in the psalm, “And 
of Zion it will be said, ‘This one and that one were born in her; 
and the Most High Himself shall establish her’” and “Glorious 
things are spoken of you, O city of God!” (Psalms 87:5 and 
Psalms 87:3). Since the Lord Jesus said that He resembles 
the manna because He is the Living Bread that came down 
from heaven (John 6:58), therefore, the Church calls the Virgin 
the Manna Pot.
Regarding St. Mary’s virginity, the Church calls her Aaron’s 

Rod which blossomed (Numbers 17) without being planted or 
watered.
The Ark of the Covenant (Exodus 25:10-22) is a type of the 

Virgin Mary because firstly, the Ark was overlaid with gold 
within and without, symbolizing her purity and elevation; 
secondly, the Ark was made of Acacia wood, which does not 
decay, symbolizing her sanctity; thirdly, the Ark contained the 
manna, symbolizing Christ the Living Bread who came down 
from heaven; and lastly, the Ark contained the two tablets of 
the Law, symbolizing Christ the Word of God (John 1:1).
The ladder reaching heaven from earth, which Jacob saw 

in his dream, is another type of the Virgin Mary, being this 
conjunction of earth and heaven in the Incarnation of Christ. 
She was the earth in which heaven dwelt and while she was 
on earth she bore heaven within her (Genesis 28:12).
The burning bush which was not consumed and which 

Moses saw (Exodus 3:2) is also a type of the Virgin Mary, 
upon whom came the Holy Spirit with His Divine fire and she 
was not consumed.
Since the union of Divinity and Humanity of the Lord Jesus 

Christ resembles the union of coal and fire, therefore, St. Mary 
the Virgin, who bore within her that Union, resembles the 
censer. She is called Aaron’s Censer or the Golden Censer, 
signifying her exaltation.
The Church also gives the Virgin the title “The Beautiful Dove” 

because: (1) in her meekness, she resembles the dove; (2) 
The Holy Spirit, Who appeared in the form of a dove (Matthew 
3:16), came upon her; (3) She brought the message of man’s 



salvation, resembling the dove that brought the message of 
the return of life to the earth after the Flood (Genesis 8:10-11).
The Virgin is also likened to the Church and many prophecies 

apply simultaneously to the Virgin and to the Church. She is 
venerated because: (1) the Holy Spirit came upon her, (2) she 
is the mother of God, (3) she is of perpetual virginity, (4) she 
is holy, (5) the Holy Bible testifies of her, (6) the Lord Himself 
venerated her, and (7) her miraculous signs and sacred 
appearances.
This veneration is expressed in the Church rituals, hymns 

and songs, in the Church prayers asking for her intercession, 
in celebrating her many feasts and in consecrating one of our 
fasts in her name…”
May the intercessions of the Holy Virgin Mary, the Theotokos, 

be with us all.
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The Hawaiian Missionaries enjoy a spiritual word at 
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